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Those Guys
Were Tough

How tough was the Beecher High foot-
ball team of 19497

Legend has it

*The Buccaneers were penalized three
straight plays in one game for tackling tco
hard.

*They scrimmaged-and held their own-
against Class A powerhouse Northem.

*In at least three games, they never
had to punt the bait,

“After years of playing on a gridiron of
hard clay and broken glass, the players
rebuilt their field with their own hands for
the '49 season,

Time and age might distort memory
and enhance reputation, but this much is
faci:

Beecher High went 9-0 in 1949 and
outscored its opponents 289-6.

Those numbersalone indicate the ease
with which the Bucs manhandled the
County B League and two nonconference
opponents. Starting with a 57-0 rout of
Linden, Beecher stearnrolled ail but two
foes by at least 20 points and posted the
firsi undefeated season in its 13-year
history.

The Bucs were strong on both lines,
loaded in the backfield and brilliantly
coached by Russ Reynolds.

"We had a wonderful line,” said Clair
Ward, a junior running back and defen-
sive back. “There were times when you
couldn't believe the hole they had made
for us. You thought the other team had
gone home sometimes.

“On defense, | used to stand back and
watch our linemen throw guys off and
make the tackles.”

End Bill Bamum, left tackle Shirrell
Schaefer and left guard Jack Clary were
first-feam all-conference picks, and right
guard Bill Daniels was second-team. By
the time the league coaches got o the
center position, they were tired of voting
in Beecher players and made captain
Brian Marach honorable mention. Tackle
Roy Pearce and end Homer McMurtry
were also honorable mention.

It wasn't size that got the job done.
None of the Beecher linemen weighed
more than 185 pounds.

Members of the 1949 Beecher High football team (front row from leff); Nick
Manych, Bill Barnum, Shirrell Schaefer, Bill Daniels, Brian March, Jack Clary, Roy
Pearce, Homer MchMurty, Bob Clary; (second row): assistant coach Harris Borr, Jim
Crang, BobHabemehl, Wes Carter, Earl Pigeon, Gene Goode, Duane Brown, Clair
Ward, coach Russ Reynolds; (top row): John Dunning, George McKenzie, Ken
Poma, Pete Princing, Buford Mundale, Alvin Hamilton, Darwin Grainger, Ed
Bames, Marv Schaefer, Bob Towns, Wayne Poma. Not pictured: David Callahan.

“You just put your nose down, put your
neck on the guy’s hip and moved him out
of the way,” said Clary.

Behind that line, fullback Gene Goode
scored 20 touchdowns, and halfbacks
Ward, Earl Pigeon and freshman Jim
Crang broke long-gainers all season. Pi-
geondid some passing out of the halfback
opticn and frequently connected with
Bamum or Nick Manych.

Adisciple of Northern coaching legend
Guy Houston, Reynolds used two offen-
sive formations, the single wing and tight-
T; two quarterbacks, Duane Brown and
Ken Poma; and two punters, Poma for
accuracy and BobHabemehl fordistance.

“Russ put a lot of emphasis on the
kicking game,” said Brown. “We did a lot
of third-down kicking because we knew
our defense could get us field position.”

Oh, what a defense.

Beecher came within one penalty of
going unscored uponthe entire season. In
the fifth game of the year, against Mt.
Morris, the Bucs fumbled at theirown 15-
yard line and still held the Panthers with-
out a first down.

*But a personal foul on the fourth down
gave Mt. Morris new life, and Dick Dinger
became the only opposing playerto score
on the Bucs, with a 4-yard TD run.

"That's the game we got 45 yards in
penalties right in a row.” said Crang.

“When Russ askedthe ref what was going
on, he said, "Your guys are just tackling
too hard.™

The next week, in a battle of confer-
ence co-leaders, Beecher got a bigger
scare, fumbling six times and going into
the fourth quarter 0-0 with Grand Blanc.
Pigeor’s 5-yard scoring pass to Bamum
won it 6-0.

Aweek [ater the Bucs beat Fenton 39-
0 and a 54-0 rout of Davison clinched the
league title.

In the final game, Bendle came within
12 yards of scoring on the Bucs, but
fumbied there in a 20-0 loss. Beecher
finished asthe only unbeaten team in the
Flint area and one of seven 9-0 teams in
the state.

The eight shutouts were as much a
credit to Reynolds’ field-position strategy
astothe Bucs'defensive play. The former
captain at Michigan State College liked to
stick opponents deep in their own end.

“One time we punted back the kickoff,”
recalled Brown. "lt was legal if you let the
refs know ahead of time. We were never
afraid to tum the ball over to somebody.”

Clary, Brown and Manych went on to
Mid-American Conference schoois, but
some of the Bucs wound up on the other
side of the world. The Korean War broke
out three weeks afier the Class of '50
graduated.
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Congratu lations

HaZZ Of ?amers
GLC

BOWLING
BALLS,“

BOWLING BALLS, SHOES & BAGS

NEW BOWLING BALLS MEASURED & DRILLED WHILE-U-WAIT

BALL PLUGGING LARGE SELECTION OF
SHOES BY COLUMBIA
LINDS  DEXTER AMF
Colonial Bags BRUNSWICK

HOURS EBONITE

MON-SAT 9AM-5:30
CLOSED SUNDAYS HAMMER BALL LINE

AND HOLIDAYS

CLOSED FIRST TWO WEEKS OF JULY . d B
CLOSED SAT. JUNE & JULY i

G-4036 FENTON RD. - FLINT One Block South of Bristol Rd.

Fine Selection -
Women & Men Bowling Shoes

G-4036 FENTON RD. — FLINT, MICHIGAN
PHONE 767-1800









