







































































NORTHERN HIiGH BASEBALL 1953

The 1953 Vikings: (Top row from leff) Leon $tacey, Don Youmans, Jim Vukovich, Joe Roberson, Jim Johnston,
Walt Johnson. (Middle row) Danny Szabo, Dick Thayer, Tom Pendell, Danny Lazar, Bruce Maclean, Mose
Rison, Steve Boros. (Kneeling): Larry Boucier, Chuck Blackburn, Ernie Myers, George Cimermancic, Don
Jenkins, Jim Hardy, Art Edmonds, Bob Jobe, coach Burt Smith. Not pictured is Frank Manley.

The 1953 high school baseball
season was just one leg of a much
longer journey for the Northern High
team of that year.

Most ofthose boys played so many
games with 50 many teams over so
many years that it’s difficult for them
now to isolate a six-week, 16-game
campaign in the spring.

Much of the squad also played
togetheronthe FisherPost 342 Ameri-
can Legion teams during the sum-
mers of 1951 and '52. On alternate
days they would play with a Class C
team in the Boys’ Baseball Program.
Overathree-year period, they played
probably 120 ballgames together.

The high school season must have
felt fike spring training.

Of course, it was much more than
that. The 1953 Northern High team
went undefeated through 10 Saginaw
Valley Conference games and beat
Central bothtimes forits fourth straight
City Series title.

The roster listed 22 players, but
the '563 Vikings won with basically the
same star-studded lineup every day.

The driving force was pitcher Joe
Roberson, a 6-foot-6, hard-throwing
senior who started and won nine of
the 10 Valley games. He later pitched
inthe Brooklyn Dodgers' farm system

and recently capped his career as
athletic director at the University of
Michigan.

“I was a typical left-hander — fast
and wild,” Roberson said. “| threw
hard, but it was always an adventure
to find out where it went.”

Like any good pitcher, Roberson
modestly credited the defense be-
hind him.

“The outfielders did as well asthey
could, they just didnt play high
enough, was all,” he said.

“Don’t let him kid you,” said out-
fielder Frank Manley. “Joe was awe-
some in high school, junior high, ali
the way up. He wasn't wild at all
except when he was pitching to us,
his teammates.”

Forthe record, Roherson went 9-0
in the Valley with 100 strikeouts in 55
innings. He walked 24 and allowed 23
hits.

He got lots of support. The Vikings
outscored Valley foes, 73-18. Manley,
in one three-game stretch, had nine
hits. Second baseman Dan Lazar
wrecked Bay City one day with two
triples, two singles and five RB).

It says alot about the Viking lineup
that future Detroit Tiger Steve Boros
was a relatively weak link. He batted
low in the order and had 16 errors at

Winning Was Routine Experience

shortstop.

“That was not Steve’s highlight
year,” Roberson noted. “But he ma-
tured after he went to Michigan.”

Also going on to play ball at UM
were first baseman Jim Vukovich and
third baseman Ernie Myers. Com-
pleting the starting nine were Jim
Johnston and Bruce MacLean in the
outfield and Tom Pendell at catcher.

The critical pointinthe season was
a mid-May showdown with Central.
Before more than 1,200 fans at
Atwood Stadium for each game,
Roberson pitched a pair of three-
hitters, winning 1-0 on Monday and 3-
1 on Thursday. He fanned 15 Indians
in the second game.

There was no state tournament at
the time, so the season concluded
with a Memorial Day invitational at
Battle Creek,

Northern beat Detroit Catholic
Central 5-3 inthe openeras Roberson
went the distance for his 10" win. The
Vikings then lost, 7-4, to Battle Creek
as Vukovich homered and Maclean
drilledthree hits. Northern's final over-
ali record of 11-5 included two earlier
losses to Battle Creek and a double-
header sweep by Hamtramck.

At least half the team had gone

continued on page 52
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1980

CHARLES STEWART MOTT

Thousands of boys and girls in the Flint area were intro-
duced to athletics through the generosity of the Mott
Foundation. The Foundation generally was started just for
that purpose, eventually growing into adult programs, too.
Mott's interest first, and the Foundation later, established
a community format copied nationwide. It was reward
enough for Mott's love of children and sports.

Inductees in The Grez}ter Flint Area Sports Hall of Fame

1980
LYNN CHANDNOIS

All-City, Ali-Saginaw Valley Con-
ference, All-State, All-American, All-
Pro. Chandnois established Michi-
gan State University football records
on offense and defense, which stood
the test of time. He was named the
NFL Player of the Yearin 1952. For
24 years he held the NCAA record for
yards returned with pass intercep-
tions. Twice he led the NFL in kickoff
returns, Chad has been a member of
the Hall of Fame selection commit-
iee since 1993.

SPECIAL SERVICE AWARDS

1980
DON COLEMAN

Considered by many to be the great-
est player in Michigan State Univer-
sity history, tackle Coleman was a
unanimous Afl-American. He also was
elected to the Nationat Foothall Foun-
dation Hall of Fame in 1975, All-City,
All-Saginaw Valley, All-State, Cole-
man was especially honored when
his Michigan State University foot-
balljersey No. 78 wasretired in 1851,
the first Spartan in history. Now Dr.
Coteman, Don serves on the faculty
at MSU.

1980

FRANK MANLEY, SR.

A result of his intense interest in Flint area youth, Manley
inspired C.S. Mott to finance a pilot program in sports and
recreation. As a result, the Mott Foundation was created
and the community school philosophy adopted. The com-
bination of Manley's enthusiasm and Mott's support
provided a base of opportunity for all children and adults,
a format copied nationwide.

1980
JENNIE WEISS

Cne of the outstanding golfers in
Michigan history, Janet (Jennie)
Barclay Weiss won the \Women's
State Amateur Championship a rec-
ord five times, 1936, 1939, 1640,
1941, and 1957. She recorded a record
40 match-play victories. Mrs, Weiss
won several other titles and was
inducted into the Michigan Amateur
Sports Hall of Fame, prior to becom-
ing a charter member of the Greater
Flint Area Sports Hall of Fame, Dec.
6, 1980.
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Congratulations
To The 1998 Greater
Flint Area Sports
Hall of Fame Inductess

PI‘EEIEFICK Remmg‘mn ( 1861 - 1509 |
8-Foot Screen for Great
Sporisen TV
4103 Fenton Rd. 810-233-2000
(3 biocks south of Atherion Rd.J

BLUE COLLAR GOURMET RESTAURART
MARAGEMERT GROOP

CONGRATULATES

FLINT SPORTS HALL OF FAME
1998 INDUCTEES

G-5311 CORUNNA RD.
FLINT {810) 732-4600

5304 GATEWAY CENTER DR.

FLINT {810} 233-8000

G-5313 5. DORT HWY
FLINT (810) 694-0010

CETOR T

2400 OWEN RD.
FENTON {810} 629-3344

Quality renovation
and restoration

since 1955
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1986
BILL BARCLAY

Barclay led the Northern High
basketball team to the state Class A
title in 1933. At the University of
Michigan, he earned three letters in
golf, three in football and two in
basketball. In 1939, he won the State
Amateur golf charmpionship. Later, he
was basketball coach at Harvard.

1986
OLLIE CRAVEN

Craven bowled numerous 300
games and more than one-hundred
700 series. In an exhibition match in
1933, he rolled two 300 games in a
five-game series with a total pinfall of
1,324, a world record at that time. He
once bowled 29 consecutive strikes in
a 843 series.

1986
JEANETTE ROBINSON

Robinson was a regular member of
the Women's Professional Bowling
Tour, winning a national title in 1974,
She rolled 15 sanctioned 700 series.
She coached a United States amateur
team that toured Sweden in 1967,

1986
Special Service Award
BILL MINARDO

Minardo was Flint’s first communi-
ty school director at Freeman Elemen-
tary in 1951. He gave his own time
unselfishly to youngsters for 40 years.
He joined the Flint schools as a
physical education teacher at Lowelf
Junior High in 1934 and retired as
director of community services in
1973.

Flint Gentral
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