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Ellis Duckert ...

Still feeling that blocke

The blocked punt.

Thirty-two years after the play, Ellis
Duckett still rubs his right hand, the
same right hand that blocked a punt
in the 1954 Rose Bowl Game. Duckett
scooped up the loose football and car-
ried it into the end zone for a Spartan
touchdown.

That was the play everyone
remembers most about Duckett.

| was playing defensive end on the
left side. Their kicker {(UCLA All-
American Paul Cameron) must have
thought | was out too far to get in but
| had a clean shot at the ball,” said
Duckett. "l felt good when | hit it.
Then !just picked it up and went into
the end zone.”

Michigan State trailed, 14-0, before
the most famous blocked kick in Spar-

ELLIS DUCKET starred at halfback at Flint Northern in 1949.

tan gridiron lore. MSU eventually
rebounded to claim a 28-20 victory, its
first in the Rose Bowl.

After the game, Duckett’s right
hand was swollen like a heavyweight
boxer's hand is puffed up after a
championship bout. Several blood
vessels were broken but Duckett felt
no pain.

“It's a good hurt,” he said then in
the Spartan locker room at Pasadena,
Calif. It was a big thrill, the first time
| ever blocked a kick in my career and
it came at the right time.”

Ironically, Duckett wasn’t even sup-
posed 1o be in the game at defensive
end at the moment of the blocked
kick. Ironically, Duckett didn’t want to
play end at all when he came to
Michigan State after two All-State
seasons at halfback for Northern High.

“We had an abundance of good
backs, Leroy Bolden {Duckett's team-
mate at Northern) Billy Wells and Don
McAuliffe,” recalled Duffy Daugherty,
former MSU coach who was an assis-
tant coach that year.

“We needed a good athlete at the
end position and Duckett fit that fine.
He didn't like playing defensive end
but he liked offensive end because he
could catch a lot of passes and then
run fike a halfback.”

Those were the days of one-platoon
footbail. Coaches could substitute,
but only on a limited basis. Daugherty
remembers the blocked kick by
Duckett like it was yesterday.

“We really didn"t want Eilis in there
on that play,” said Duffy.

Daugherty said the blocked punt
gave MSU all the momentum it
needed to rally and win its final game
under Coach Biggie Munn. In the next
season, Daugherty took over as head
coach.

Duckett had natural ability to play
any position but there were new
techniques to learn at offensive and
defensive end. Duckett said former
teammate Don Coleman, a 178-pound
All-American guard from Flint, taught
him all he needed to know about
blocking techniques.

White the blocked punt stands out
in Duckett’s distinguished career, it
was by no means the only bright

moment.
¢ Continued on page 43
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1982
SUE NOVARA-REBER

This former Northwestern High stu-
dent twice captured the world sprint
cycling championships and was once
the American record holder in the 200

1962
LEO SUGAR

A three-sport star at Northern High in
the late 1940s, Sugar went on to
become an all-Big Ten Conference
defensive lineman at Purdue. He was a

Spéciai Servicé AWard d
1982
EVERETT A. CUMMINGS

He spent a lifetime of service to the
community and was a most effective
leader in the sports and recreation fields.

meters. She won seven United States standout in
cycling titfes. She has been an outstand-
ing speed skater, winning state and
Midwest Outdoor crowns.

games.

the National Football
League with the St. Louis Cardinals, Bank, Cummings was one person
ending his career with the Detroit Lions. ' g P
He once played in 93 consecutive NFL

The former vice-president of Citizens

responsible  for the installation of
AstroTurf at Atwood Stadium, the
building of Houston Stadium and the
construction of Broome and Whaley
Parks.

SERVING GREATER FLINT
FOR OVER 58 YEARS
WITH ONE OF THE BEST CAR & TRUCK
DEALS BACKED BY QUALITY
SERVICE

PARTS 659-6543

Q 5 MIN WEST

1 75 NORTH

PIERSON RD

Congratulations to
All the
Hall of Famers

DARLENE AND
TERRY SHEEHAN

FLUSHING FLINT
1415 E PIERSON RD, FLUSHING

THE FINEST BLENDS AND SERVICE AVAILABLE
MEAKES BUSINESS
B PLEESURE
Qur Specialty Is

Good Service
(:-3453 Pierson Place, Flint

733-6880
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Robinson ...

o Continued from page 15

She does not compete on the
Ladies Professional Bowlers Tour for
physical reasons.

“My body is in shape, but my
fingers get tired,” Robinson said. “The
only remedy to that is to get out and
bowl 10 to 12 games a day, but at the
Showbeat I'm a bit of a workaholic.

“After the Queens {in May) | didn't
touch a ball untit August. it wasn't a
fack of desire, | just didn't have the
time,

“I don't want to go out on the tour
if my game isn’t in shape. | can't go
1o a tournament and be on the right
hand side of the standings board.”

At the Showboat Robinson is
responsible for prometing and coor-
dinating activities on 106 lanes. The
Showboat annually hosts three pro-
fessional tournaments as well as two
major national amateur events.

Robinson helps to run numerous
smaller tournaments, schedules 250
leagues during the winter, gives

lessons and offers weekly bowling
tips on a local television station.

Her efforts are appreciated by Joe
Kelley, president and chairman of the
board of the Showboat.

“She's a lovely lady and does an
excelient job,” Kelley said.
“Everybody just loves her. | can’t say
anything but give her the highest
praise.”

Kelley was delighted to fearn of
Robinson’s latest honor.

“I think people should be rewarded
for what they do,” Kelley said. “’Being
inducted into the Hall of Fame is
something very few people, including
myself, will ever have a chance to
do.”

While in Flint Robinson served 10
vears as president of the Professional
Women Bowlers Association, fore-
runner of the LPBT.

During her tenure Flint gained a
regular stop on the PWBA schedule,
hosting its National Championship
tournament at Southiand Lanes from
1968-74,

Robinson won a PWBA tourna-
ment in 1974 in Dayton, Chio, and
twice was active in major international
competition.

She was coach of the U.S. team in
1967 that competed in Malmo,
Sweden in the Federation Interna-
tionale des Quilleurs (FIQ) tournament.

In 1970 Robinson was among the
PWBA members selected to compete
in the Pearl Cup tournament in Tokyo,
Japan.

As a league bowler in Flint, Robin-
son remains the only woman to own
two of the 10 highest all-time series.
She is fourth with 718 and 10th with
707.

Robinson has been a member of
two teams that have produced league
series ranking among the all-time best
{fifth and ninth) and participated in
two team games {second and third)
that are on the all-time honor roll,

In her last season in Flint, Robinson
rolled in the Detroit All-Star Bowler-
ettes, the state’s best women's
league. She helped her team, Firebird
Lanes of Pontiac, to a record actual
series, 3,147, in the state women's
tournament.

Robinson also set a record in the
Nevada state women’s tournament
with a 1,967 nine-game all events total
in 1980.
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